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CASEY AND LORA

by Larry Abgarian & Lora Brown

This, | believe, is a story of divine
intervention that helped save a pre-
cious little dog. Casey was relin-
quished to San Diego County Animal
Services in January of this year, after
his owner entered an assisted living
facility.

My 14-year-old Bichon mix, Barney,
had recently passed away, and in my
grief, | made a conscious decision to
try and help homeless pets. One day,
while online, | came across a website
called Petfinder.com.

Doing a search ultimately led me to
the ARRF website, where, lo and
behold, was a profile of a Bichon mix
named Casey who just happened to
be 14 years old! | was moved to
tears after reading the story of how
this little dog ended up homeless.

| Larry, an ARRF
volunteer, had
found Casey
alone and crying
in a kennel at a
county facility in
Carlsbad, over
one hundred

miles from my
home in Desert
Hot Springs. The
card on the kennel door simply said:
6Currently availahb
Casey.....14 year old Bichonrmi x . 6

Lora & Casey

Most dogs that age have little or no
chance of being adopted, so | think little
Casey must have had a guardian angel
watching over him.

| called the contact phone number for
Casey. | was able to reach Bernice Fried-
man, president of ARRF. After speaking to
her, she gave me Larry's phone number.
"Hello, Larry? My name is Lora Brown,
and | want to adopt Casey." | told him
about my Barney, and that | wanted to
give Casey a home. He told me it was
purely an accident that he found the little
dog. He had actually been at the kennel
to photograph another dog for the ARRF
website. He said that he often looked
through the kennels while at the facility to
see what dogs were up for adoption. He
had a Bichon himself, that had lived to the
ripe old age of 17, and when he saw this
elderly Bichon up for adoption, his heart
just sank.

As it was, Casey had been at the facility
for six days. "Larry
me at the shelter tomorrow?" "Sure," he
replied. We arranged a time to meet, and
the next morning | awoke feeling a sense

of urgency to get to Carlsbad, before
someone el se adopted
know then that older animals have less

than a good chance of finding a home. |
packed my small travel kennel in the
backseat of my car, and headed towards
th@ coasty Whenyl @rgvgd, Laggywas in-
side waiting for me. Somehow, he knew it
was me. "Hi, Lora, it's a pleasure to meet
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you. Thank you so much for driv-

ing here all the way from the de-

sert."

AThank you, Larry, "

then immediately asked about
filling out the paperwork for

,agopting Casgy. ‘yvait --iw@HdA't y o u

you like to meet Casey first?"
"Oh, yes, of course," | said. He
knew | was a bit anxious as he
led me through doors to the ken-
net areaeVhen | first lgigl eyes gnt
Casey, | felt the tears well up in
my eyes. He started to jump up
and down, against the kennel
door in excitement. A staff em-
ployee opened the door, and al-
lowed meet to hold Casey in my
arms. | could feel his body relax

Good News Corner

ARRF Mission Statement

ARREF is a 501©(3) non-profit organization work-

ARRF Adoptions:

257 dogs, 10 cats (&
counting)!

ing to assist the rescue community, educate the
public, and support low-cost spay/neuter efforts.
We do all we can to help end the suffering of

lost and/or abandoned pets.
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almost instantly as | held him against me. All Larry could say was, "I think this may be a match made in heaven."

It didn't take long to fill out the necessary paperwork. The front desk staff were gracious and kind. | could tell they were
very appreciative that | adopted Casey. Larry waved Casey and | good-bye as we started the drive back to the desert.
When we got home, | walked Casey through all the rooms of his new home. You see, | found out his eyesight was
somewhat compromised by the formation of cataracts, and believe that this exercise helped him adjust more quickly to
his new surroundings.

Casey is now my constant companion. | am so grateful to ARRF for finding him and giving him a second chance. This
little boy is helping to heal my heart, and | believe that | am doing the same for him. He is loved beyond measure, and
will be with me as long as God allows.

Edi tords Note: As the [/ ate Paul Harvey would say, hereds
Friedman, President & Fundraiser of ARRF, took a short vacation to Palm Springs, they presented Lora,

Caseydbés mom, with a Certificate of Appreciation for adopti
happy meeting between Lora, Casey, Bernice & Norm, and even Art, the manager of the hotel where Ber-

nice & Norm were staying!

Little Casey took it all in stride, as Bichons tend to know that the world is all too eager to make a fuss
over someone so cute!

Norm, Lora, Casey & Art Lora & Bernice Lora & Casey

Nylon collars and leashes ay a receive money online
Small & medium Kong toys
Transporters during the week

Advantage or Frontline PAY PAL AVAI LABLE

Small, m_edlum doggy beds Want to make a donation to ARRF, but

Grant writers not sure how to do t ?
Volunteer to make color copies -- must have email check out ARRFOs wepsit
access and use PayPald a couple of clicks and

youdre done LtAe SO
: d ARRF - and o
If you can help, call Bernice at (619) 589 -9334. ?ha(f.é’n?rgals i bene{fj}?

I f youdve already donat ¢gd|dmSourdysbd deedi

THANK YOQOU for your support! Oh, yes -- we also

accept good, old-

fashioned checks and .m
~

cash, too!). Thanks!
anks!
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SUCCESSFUL ADOPTIONS = N EW HOMES & H APPY TAILS!

Selma (aka Sammi) Rio Jill Pumpkin (aka Tron) Howard

Calli Sugar John Boy (aka Darwin) Benijie Aimee

Honey Bun Toby Froggy (aka Molly) Jasper Wee Willie & brother
Shorty
Max (aka Fritz) Priscilla Oliver Mojo, Domino & Violet, happy at home

HAVE YOU VOLUNTEERED TODAY?
Look at these adorable facest hey woul d have had a much different fat

their lives. Wouldyoul i ke t o make a difference? Itos SOwearkcg)! Yol cah
volunteer as much or as Ilittle as you I|ike.
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